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War Prophecies 


BY THE EDITOR 


War prophecies are of uncertain value as examples of 
precognition. The thoughts of the entire world have been 
focussed upon war for the past ten years. It did not require 
a supernormal gift to prophesy a war last March and April 
when these prognostications were received through auto- 
matic writing,* nor as a matter of fact, three years ago, 
when the first allusions to a coming catastrophe were made 
through the same mediumistic source. However, as these 
prophecies concern a subject that is bound to interest every- 
one at the present time, it seems worthwhile to place them 
on record. Ten years from now they may appear to have 
been more than a guess. 


It was only after considerable hesitation that I decided 
to publish material on a political theme. It would be most 
unfortunate if the readers of the JourNAL should gain the 
impression that these prophecies reflect the personal polli- 
tical views and prejudices of either the medium or the sit- 
ter, who was myself; opinions which would have no place 
in a journal devoted to psychical research. It is, of course, 

* These prophecies have come through the automatic writing of Mrs. Ebling, 


a young non-professional medium, whose script has been quoted before in the 
JournaL. See September 1937 and April 1939 issues. 
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impossible to determine to what extent the medium’s mind 
is responsible. She claims no conscious knowledge of the 
source of these prophecies and the views set forth in her 
automatic writing are frequently diametrically opposed to 
her professed opinions and desires. 


The prophecies have come in the form of communications 
purporting to be from William James and F. W. H. Myers. 
They have been consistent in prophesying world war since 
1936. In the August 31st issue of Light, Miss Gibbes quotes 
a “Myers” communication received through the medium- 
ship of Geraldine Cummins which is keyed on a hopeful 
note certainly not in evidence in the following scripts. Al- 
though other Cummins’ communicators have insisted that 
war would be avoided, the Cummins-Myers personality 
does not definitely say so. Nevertheless, I must point out 
a puzzling inconsistency here. 


Dr. Osty, after making a meticulous study of the pre- 
cognitive faculty, came to the conclusion that it is not 
possible to foresee general events except by deduction from 
the prevision of specific events in the life of an individual.* 
The whole question is very complex. It must be remem- 
bered that even presuming that at least a part of the fol- 
lowing communications originated in the minds of discar- 
nate men, it is impossible to determine the ability of such 
minds to foresee events. If the precognitive faculty exists, 
which seems to be fairly well established among psychical 
researchers at least, it is a normal if rare human attribute. 
It is logical to suppose that those endowed with it during 
life will retain it after death, providing of course that the 
mind retains the same general characteristics that survival 
of personality implies. Is it not logical also to suppose 
that the precognitive faculty of a discarnate mind is as 
liable to error as that of a living medium? 

The prophecies are, to my mind, interesting as documents. 
I do not consider them as evidence of supernormal precog- 
nition in themselves because their subject matter is too 


* See Revue Métapsychique, Mars-Avril 1939. 
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general. But the personal prophecies received through this 
source which have so far matured appear to have been 
veridical precognitions with the exception of one instance. 


My questions, spoken aloud to the medium, are placed 
in italics. The replies purportedly dictated by James, in 
collaboration with Myers, are quoted from the original 
manuscript and are entirely unaltered and unedited. The 
question concerning Hitler’s psychic abilities was prompted 
by many rumors to that effect. I have no personal belief 
in possession or influence by discarnate minds. I asked 
the question merely out of curiosity in the reply. The ques- 
tion concerning biblical prognostications occurred to me 
in connection with the study of Nostradamus which was 
published in the March 1939 issue. Many of his prophe- 


cies appear to have been based on biblical and Egyptian 
books. 


Automatic writing received on March 20, 1939 by Mrs. 
Ebling and Jocelyn Pierson. Miss Pierson asked about the 
European situation which had been depressing her a great 
deal during the previous week. Hitler had just taken 
Czechoslovakia and Roumania was capitulating to the trade 
demands of Germany. 


We are indeed blessed by the sphere of Life to which 
God has committed us. We know of the chaos you are 
facing in your world. Life is so ephemeral it is over 
almost before we are aware of its implications on earth. 
That is why we need all of eternity to complete tasks to 
which we have dedicated ourselves. 


Our work here is in part a work of earth since there is 
a constant interflow of ideas. It is only in this way that 
progress can be made on earth. This is the explanation 
of the constantly evolving universe of mind and matter. 


Is it true that Hitler is a medium 1n the hands of lower 
forces? 


292| Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 


This is very true. That is why he must be alone so much. 
He receives direct guidance from powers who are diabolical. 
Remember the analogy of the temptation of our Lord when 
he was taken in spirit to the top of the mountain and 
offered all the Kingdoms of the World if he would but 
yield allegiance to the tempter. Hitler has a group of mys- 
tics with him who are in touch with powerful lower forces. 
He is forewarned in this way of moves made against him 
and of the best time to stage his coups. 


Is it also true, as Chamberlain has been said to believe, 
that he is inspired by the Angels? 


This I do not believe. He is a very astute politician whose 
angelic voice is the voice of his own conscience which has 
been conditioned by his loyalty to the Imperial vested inter- 
ests and the Empire in general. 


Do you think that when the showdown comes, England 
and France will have a dog’s chance? 


The whole set up is now definitely to the advantage of 
the Totalitarian States. They are now in control of strate- 
gic places and control vast sources of raw materials which 
formerly they did not have. Their air equipment alone is 
quite sufficient to blow up most of the cities of France and 
England and in very quick order. The democracies could 
now be quickly cowed by this superior air force. Hitler is 
just biding his time to strike. 


Will it come this year? 


No, the time is not ready. First the Easterly advance and 
then the West. 


W on’t England and France be better able to defend them- 
selves by then? Have they become soft? 


The democracies move too slowly. There is dissention of 
class and caste within the ranks so that a united movement 
for an offensive defense is not possible. They are being 
trapped by stupidity; pride in their ancient sovereignty, and 


we 
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in the unrealistic attitude which they have taken to Hitler 
in the past. It is almost too late now. 


What will happen? Will Germany dominate the world? 


No, it is deeper than that. It is a battle not only of na- 
tions but of ideas. There will be fire and blood and steel. 
There will be marching feet and droning motors. There 
will be darkness and horror all over the civilized world 
before this thing is settled. 


How many years will it take us to come through this 
and how much involved will this country be? 


Within five years the fire will be raging. The confla- 
gration will leap from ocean to ocean, from nation to na- 
tion, and the struggle will not be confined to the great 
powers. It will be fought as class against class and brother 
against brother. 


Is this the coming of the anti-Christ prophected by the 
biblical books before the Second Coming of the Messiah? 


This period strangely does correspond to all the signs and 
portents which have been predicted but no man can say 
when the Son of Man will appear. Only the Supreme One 
who is within and about all that exists has knowledge of 
when the Messiah will appear. 


Do you really think we will work into a more spiritual 


age within our lifetimes or must we go through another 
“Dark Ages’? 


These are “Dark Ages”. The period which is to follow 
will be as much more spiritual as this period is in com- 
parison with medieval times. We are fighting to emerge 
but the forces of evil are arrayed against this flowering of 
divine hope and are trying to destroy the work of centuries 
of Christian Teaching. 


Give us an answer to the age old and perhaps foolish 
question: Why 1s there evil? 


If there was no evil where would the good be? There 
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would be no basis for comparison. If there was no resis- 
tance,—no friction, there would be no laws of physics. Light 
is created from darkness. Matter is created from the void. 


Will we live to see the dawning of this new day? 


You are within the dawning even as you are on the 
threshold of the destruction of the things which have kept 


men in slavery these centuries as well as opposing forces 
for good. 


May we ask you if the war will last a long time? 


There will be one war after another until the causes 
of war have been eliminated. This will probably be of a 
long duration. 


I’ve always understood that war really never did away 
with the causes of war. 


There will be compromise, concessions, education, mar- 
tyrdom of apostles of peace and a realization of the eventual 


necessity for some other solution to the difficulties which 
exist between rival powers. 


I have always advocated a true Socialism though doubt 
the practicability of it because of the lack of spiritual and 
intellectual equality. Is there going to be an enlightened 


Socialism in this country as a result of class strife, or a 
tyrranical collectivism? 


Before the Utopia can materialize, you will probably get 
a very bad form of Dictatorship here due to war conditions. 


April 11th, 1939. 


(It will be remembered that Mussolini moved into AlI- 
bania on April 7th, 1939.) 


What shall it be—Europe or closer to home? 
Whatever you choose. 


Allow us to present a lugubrious essay entitled “The Be- 
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trayal of Democracy”. If you will recall, three years ago 
Myers wrote to you in Hyslop House that it would be three 
years before the war broke and that it would begin in the 
Balkans.* This war has now begun. The opening guns 
have not yet been fired by the British but the time is due 
when the policy pursued by Chamberlain can no longer be 
maintained. The interests of the Empire are now being 
threatened by the Fascist Government. 
* 


England, America and France have sown the wind. Soon 
they will reap the whirlwind. There is no issue which has 
arisen that they could not have foreseen months—yes— 
even years ago. However, in the name of democracy, they 
have doomed democracy. What recognition did they give 
to the embryonic democracy which had been formulated in 
Germany after the Versailles treaty? They killed this de- 
mocracy by hatred and unfair policies. The flower of 
democracy blossomed in Spain. Inspired by the example 
of the larger democracies, the people of Spain formed a 
republic. Oh, democracies of America, Britain and France, 
—You were guilty of the death of this democracy when 
like the priests and levites of old you refused assistance to 
the broken and bleeding republic that looked to you for aid. 
For the wanton betrayal of Czechoslovakia, we know that 
before the Highest Tribunal of Justice you are indicted. 


Other democracies are nearly extinct. France is reaping 


* At a sitting in October 1936, the following communications were written: 
Do you see war in Europe soon? Yes, war without declaration. Class wars 
require no draft. They spread like fires. You see civil wars spreading? Yes, 
between the forces of Fascism aud Communism in every country in Europe. 
Does it look as if it would last a long time? It started before your birth and 
will continue after your death. . . . Cheer up, ultimately a new state of living 
will be established. The birth pangs of an era are as severe as the birth 
pangs of a soul. . . . Then speaking of world war the communicator continued : 
It will start in the Balkans. It is still a powder magazine. Hitler is doing 
a very dangerous thing in moving his troops into the Rhineland. Will Italy 
and England oppose each other? Yes, and both will be embroiled soon. Will 
the United States be involved? Yes, when England fights, we fight. Roose- 
velt will be re-elected, (written before the 1936 election). There is no one 
else strong enough to defeat him. Js Roosevelt going to do the country good 
in the end? He is being swept along with the tide. He is doing the best he 
can under the present system. Will the war be worse than the last one? It 
will be worse than the flood when it comes. 
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her reward. Her own democracy is finished. England is 
no longer lighted by the sacred glow of democratic princi- 
ple, and we, in America, for the sin of stupidity and sel- 
fishness will pay with our liberties for the violation of our 
sacred responsibilities. 


I call this a hymn of failure and do not agree with you 
anyway about the Spanish Republic—a lot of Communists 
really. 

We will not quibble now. That is not the issue. The 
issue is the death of democracy as we have known it. Out 
of the ashes of that which is to come may emerge a world 
purified by suffering and more receptive to the ideals of 
Christianity, which are in the last analysis the only foun- 
dation for lasting peace and a benevolent government by the 
people and for the people. 

* 


April 17th, 1939. 


What do you think of the World Situation and Roose- 
velt’s speech? 


It is one of the most courageous acts of statesmanship 
that our country has yet been responsible for. In the pres- 
ent state of world affairs, England and France are no 
longer able to cope with the dictator powers alone. 


Do you think it will do any good? 


In the long run, yes. In the immediate situation — no. 
The dictators are on the march. They will brook no inter- 
ference. Their present indecision is largely because of pub- 
lic sentiment in their home fields. Seeds of revolt have 
been sown against their ruling classes which will eventually 
react strongly to weaken-their regimes. 


When you wrote that democracy was doomed, did you 
mean the democracies hadn’t a chance of winning a war 
against the dictators, or that democratic government would 


be superseded by dictatorship in the now democratic coun- 
tries? 
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Nowhere in the world does real democracy exist now, 
except in this country. Certain northern countries have an 
approximate condition—Sweden, Norway and Denmark— 
since their rulers are nominal in their functioning. Britain 
and France are now democratic in name only. If a war— 
and by if I mean when a war does come, dictatorial powers 
will be granted to the nation’s head that will invest him 
with powers which will limit democratic procedure to such 
an extent that we shall no longer have the right to regard 
America as a true democracy. 


That is bad, but not as bad as the meaning I thought you 
suggested. 

You thought of the forcible overthrow of the present 
government ? 


No, I thought perhaps the dictator countries would suc- 
ceed in completely conquering the world. 


Which if you will analyze the above statement is what 
I meant. 


Fascism may become universal but if not all dictated by 
Hitler and Mussolini, may not prove the same aggressive 
barbarism it now ts. In any case, Fascism by Americans 


would be more bearable for Americans than control by 
Germans. 


It is not the Germans whom we have to fear. 


Who is it — ourselves? 


No, the Spanish Republic which has been overcome and 
is now controlled by Franco. The plan is this in brief: 
There is a well-organized program which has been formu- 
lated these three years past. Franco by the help of Ger- 
many and Italy is to control Spain. Spain has an ancient 
claim upon many of the territories which are included in 
the American scheme of things: Mexico, South America, 
Porto Rico, Cuba and the southern part of the United 
States itself. Franco hopes by the help of his allies to win 
these territories for Spain. 
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Then Franco is a fiercer dictator than any of them? 


No — not necessarily. It is a matter of economic neces- 
sity. They are all hungry for land. The Germans are paving 
the way by their penetration of South America, where they 
hope to become powerful enough to support Franco’s claim 
by the weight of their aircraft stations and eventually the 
sabotage of the Panama Canal. 


Do you think they are likely to realize such a plan espe- 
cially after the Pan-American Congress? 


Unless America awakens to the danger which lies ahead 
there is great likelihood that she will fall into the trap set 
by the dictators. Roosevelt sees this peril clearly. 


But surely all Europe will have to be conquered by them 
first? 


Separate — divide — then conquer. Class against class 
— nation against nation. They will follow and like the 
birds of prey that they are, devour the carrion. 


Well it’s a depressing picture. Then you see us actually 
invaded in the United States? . 


Eventually — yes. 


And you still think it will not start this year? 


I made no such statement — I said that it has already 
started. Why else should Roosevelt have interceded? The 
handwriting is on the wall. No shots were fired over 
Czechoslovakia. For the sins of selfishness and greed and 
isolationist policy the retribution will be dear. 


You see us conquered and beaten? 


No, we will not be conquered but we will pay in tears 
and blood, steel and fire for our stupidity and greed. 


Do you think we will learn anything by it? Do people 
ever learn anything collectively? 
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If you recall the pages of your ancient history and com- 
pare the consciousness of say, the medieval period with our 
own, you will be able to realize the superiority of the present 
age in the higher forms of mental and spiritual life. It is 
vastly improved in its humanitarian principles — in its 
acceptance of scientific discoveries — in its attitudes to- 
ward women, children and the dependents of all classes. 
The collective conscience of civilization is now much 


more sensitive to the hurts and wrongs of the depressed 
minorities. 


* * * * 


Clairvoyant Mediums in Paris 


BY RENE JOHANNET 


Psychic research has made great progress in France 
during the last twenty years. It has been established as a 
science. By that I mean that its aims have been defined, 
its scope determined and its methods specified. Such favor- 
able results are entirely due to intelligent effort and not 
to the abundance or quality of the phenomena under ob- 
servation. As a matter of fact, France is very lacking in 
good subjects. There are no mediums, possessing either 
subjective or objective gifts, that can produce anything 
approaching the phenomena of a Mrs. Piper or a Guzik. 


Now and then, you hear reports of extraordinary me- 
diumistic performances but when you attempt to verify 
these tales by personal investigation, you usually find a 
completely banal phenomenon exaggerated by the most 
blatant credulity or exploited by frauds, or you are con- 
fronted by the esotericism of occult groups which makes 
it impossible to obtain the slightest scientific evidence. 


This lack of mediumship is so well recognized that in 
recent years the late much regretted Dr. Osty seriously 
considered turning his attention to the collective phenomena 
of table tipping. This was practiced widely about 1850 
but today has fallen into disrepute. Outside of Spir- 
itualist circles, it serves only as a source of amusement 
for rainy evenings. A few years ago, I was visiting a 
doctor in company with the editor of a big Paris news- 
paper. The idea occurred to someone to make the small 
round table “turn”. Almost at once, very definite manifes- 
tations began. A “spirit” purported to communicate. To 
everyone’s surprise it claimed to be the aunt of the editor’s 
wife about whom certainly no one was thinking. She was 
an old maid who had lived in the small town of Chelles, a 
place of prehistoric interest. This name was spelt out first 
and it took quite a long time and many questions to pass 
on from the town to the person. As soon as the identifica- 
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tion was complete, the editor interrupted the séance by 
saying: 


“How do you suppose that this poor old aunt who was 
extremely stupid and narrow minded during her life could 
possibly have anything interesting to say to us now that 
she is dead?” And the table was put back in its corner. 
This incident illustrates what the educated world today 


thinks of table tipping which once so interested Victor 
Hugo. 


However, the curiosity of the public is just as avid as 
ever for anything that resembles the phenomena studied by 
psychical researchers. All one has to do is to glance at the 
notices in the newspaper to be convinced of this. There are 
entire columns full of notices advertising mediums and 
clairvoyants of every category. There are in Paris alone 
several thousand of them,—some say as many as thirty 
thousand. Such a figure is certainly exaggerated. It is 
necessary to have a license to practice professional medium- 
ship, although it is forbidden under the penal code, and it 
would be easy to find the exact number by making an in- 
quiry at the Bureau of Financial Administration. But this 
number would probably include a large proportion of illu- 
sionists, who are of no interest to us, and probably would 
not include a great many authentic clairvoyants who prac- 
tice their profession secretly. 


In any case, it is safe to say that there are several thou- 
sand people in Paris who make their living by reading into 
the future: astrologers, palmists, fortune tellers, employers 
of the coffee mark, the white of egg or the crystal ball. 
Most of this small army is composed of honest subjects, 
though lacking extraordinary powers. Just twenty years 
ago, I first became interested in them but it wasn’t until 
1929 that I undertook to make a methodical study of them. 
Up to date, I have had two hundred and ninety-five sittings 
with more than sixty different mediums. I believe that I 
have found out which among them are of any value. 
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If I were asked to sum up the general impression that I 
have received from this long research, I wouid say: 

Not once have I had the impression that such visions or 
premonitions could be of any use to me at all and often I 
have congratulated myself that I resisted certain advice. 
One of the best mediums at the time of the war and directly 
afterward, Mademoiselle de Berly, said to me one day: 
“You are getting ready to go and live at a property you 
own in the country. You will not carry out this plan. You 
will sell this property and buy another one in a different 
locality. In consequence, the repairs that you intend making 
on your present property will be useless.” After which she 
gave me a detailed description of the property to be, to 
which I was going to emigrate. All this was exact except 
for the principal point. Fifteen years have gone by since 
then and I still own the original property. I made the al- 
terations which I had intended and, following these im- 
provements, I came to live in Paris. An example of this kind 
shows that a lot of so-called premonitions owe their force 
to a belief planted by the medium’s suggestion. The matter 
was entirely up to me to sell or to buy and to decide after- 
ward upon the exactness of Mlle. de Berly’s prophecy. 


On the other hand, I have never had occasion personally 
to discover any trickery or fraud. Most of the subjects 
that I have studied (I avoid those that advertise in the 
papers) are unaware of my identity. 


Often I have been to consult them quite by chance with- 
out knowing of their existence ten minutes before and have 
been completely amazed by the accuracy of their revela- 
tions concerning my present, which in itself is a triumph! 
In this respect not all clients are equally lucky. One of my 
friends, Madame G. P., a lawyer, doctor of medicine, and 
the daughter of the Baron de N., went one day to consult one 
of the most celebrated clairvoyants of the present day who 
has made some irrefutable predictions. The clairvoyant said 
to her: “I see who youareclearly. You are a little neighbor- 
hood milliner. You have difficulty in making both ends 


Clairvoyant Mediums in Paris [303 


meet, etc., etc.” This clairvoyant had a visit from another 
medium. This latter had been married at eighteen and had 
followed her husband to China. She had subsequently 
been divorced, her child had died, and she had returned 
alone to Paris where her existence was far from settled. 
This was the beginning of the interview: “You lead a 
bourgeois life. You have never left France. Your home, 


your husband, your children, these are the important things 
for you, etc., etc.” 


If the medium had not been above suspicion and if 
every day she did not give proof of an unusual clairvoyant 
ability, I would not bother with such anecdotes, which are 
familiar to all psychic researchers. 


But to return to fraud. It certainly exists, but I repeat 
again, it is found mostly among professionals who use 
paid advertising. Here is a very pertinent example. Just 
recently Dr. Pierre Janet* told me the following: “One 
day a patient came to my office; she complained of sud- 
den fits of sleepiness which she could not resist. She was 
searching for a way in which to rid herself of them. On 
being questioned she declared that she did not know what 
could be the cause of them. I proposed to treat her with 
hypnosis. She accepted. Great was my astonishment when 
she fell immediately into a deep sleep of the kind that one 
obtains only from subjects who have been hypnotized for 
years. I could not keep my surprise from her and she 
finally admitted that she had spent her life as a clairvoyant 
somnambulist. She had retired to the country with a small 
fortune that she had amassed in this way, but her organism 
had acquired the habit of hypnotic sleep which of course 
explained her symptoms. Little by little she confided in 
me and told me about her life, her efforts and her method 
of working. She admitted that she had a complete or- 
ganization whose purpose was to find out information that 


* Renowned philosopher, a member of the Institut Metapsychique, a member 
of the Academy of Medicine, professor at the College of France and well 
known among educated Americans for having given several courses at Harvard. 
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her clairvoyance did not always furnish. She had had a little 
occult budget that cost her a great deal of money.” 


The risk of fraud exists but it is only to be encountered 
among clairvoyants who charge more than 100 francs for 
their services. Before the depression some charged as much 
as 300, 500 and 1000 francs and even more for a sitting. 
These prices are today no more than a fabulous memory. 
The average price asked today varies between 25 and 50 
francs. For this price, which is indirectly a guarantee 
of sincerity, one is able to find reliable clairvoyants in Paris. 
Many of these, like all people in the profession, will receive 
useless information and make mistakes. Sometimes they 
will tap our confidences, or will by subtle means try to evoke 
them. This latter course is exceptional. Most of them— 
and this is another proof of authenticity—refuse to hear 
your explanations, repulse all attempt at confession and 
search loyally in the cards, or in the design of the coffee 


mark, the outline of your life and the hazards of your 
future. 


One of the non-scientific discoveries in this field which 
has interested me the most is the political importance of 
clairvoyants. Almost all of them, provided they have a cer- 
tain notoriety, have a large clientéle composed of deputies 
and senators. A former minister, who died recently, never 
moved without his fortune-teller. I do not know about these 
things in America, but in Italy and Germany the “cosmo- 
biographers” to Hitler and Mussolini play a tremendous 
role. There is little difference in this respect between the 
world today, ancient times and the middle ages. The finan- 
ciers contribute equally to this profession. -A well known 
broker assured himself of the exclusive services of one of 
the best clairvoyants, Madame M. He consulted her twice 
a day, morning and night. At each sitting he gave her a list 
of stocks and tried to find out from her whether they would 
go up or not. Each sale must make a profit as he pays quite 
highly for the services of this clairvoyant and their collab- 
oration has existed for a long time. Dr. Osty at one time 
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tried this same idea, theoretically. If one had used the 
results he obtained one would have been very rapidly ruined 
financially. 


The clairvoyant about whom I want to speak especially, 
Emile, has a peculiarity in this respect. He has lost large 
sums on the stock market. His clients have given him this 
bad habit. They come to him to obtain financial revelations 
and boast about this or that stock and such and such a 
combination. Gullible and a gambler, he gives in to their 
persuasion and loses. At one time he made over a million 
francs. He urged the client with whom he was gambling to 
terminate the matter. The client refused and he lost every- 
thing. He admitted to me that all his professional gains 
of twenty years, about 300,000 francs, had gone the same 
way. 

Nevertheless, he is one of the most gifted clairvoyants 
that I know of. Up to the present time I have had 97 
sittings with him. 

He was born in 1896. His robust appearance belies his 
poor health. Although mobilized during the war, he was 
never sent to the front. He has had diabetes and kidney 
trouble. At the moment he is suffering from sclerosis of 
the lungs. A bachelor, he has always had a certain incli- 
nation towards religion, but his weak character has pre- 
vented him from making any decision. During the war, 
while sick in a hospital near Lyons, he met a Jesuit father 
who became attached to him and realizing his many excel- 
lent qualities, desired to draw him into the priesthood. 
Emile let himself be led. Suddenly it was discovered that 
his mother was a fortune-teller. There was no longer any 
question of a vocation. Emile regrets this. He thinks 
he could have been happy as a brother in a monastery. 
He has no material ambitions. He is gentle, unworldly and 
modest. His parents were laborers and he continues to dress 
like one. His mother, as I have said, read cards, but she 
did not make a profession of it. It was while watching her 
do it that he acquired a taste for it. He asked her the 
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meaning of each figure and her answers constitute his 
entire education. All the rest he invented. Little by little 
his gift blossomed. He combined “tarots” with ordinary 
cards and soon after he began to be directly clairvoyant. 

This is how he proceeds ordinarily. Sittings with him are 
short and he limits himself to an average of about ten 
facts. Very soon fatigue overtakes him and he is obliged 
to stop and rest. His clairvoyant ability is blurred for that 
particular sitter and he is obliged to change. 

He has in front of him an ordinary pack of cards and a 
pack of tarots, just as greasy and dirty as you could pos- 
sibly desire. He spreads out 32 cards face down so that 
their value is not apparent. This done, he announces to 
you, for example: 


“T am thinking of the ten of diamonds. In what month 
were you born?” 

“April” (fourth month) 

“What date?” 

“The seventh.” 


“Call a number between one and thirty-two.” 

“Good—six and seven are thirteen and four are seven- 
teen.” 

The seventeenth card turned over is the 10 of diamonds. 

“This means changes, cut the tarots.” 

The rest differs very little from the usual patter of for- 
tune-tellers, except that with Emile there is nothing stereo- 
typed or conventional. In a pack of cards he will pass 
over a certain section so that he will not lose time on those 
pertaining to your particular case. 

He never asks questions. 


For the reader that is tormented by the idea of fraud, I 
must explain that Emile works on a small bare table with- 
out any cover. He is dressed in a sweater, the sleeves 
of which barely reach his arms. It is not to inspire con- 
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fidence in the honesty of his work that he dresses himself 
in this manner, but rather because he is always too hot. 


I repeat that his manner of working has infinite varia- 
tions. Another example—you question him, for instance, 
about the success of some undertaking. 


“We must find the ace of clubs. Call a number.” 
“Four.” 


“Cut the tarots.” 


He then counts four from the cut. Talking from card 
to card (or rather from wave to wave to use the exact 
terminology) he gives you enlightening information on the 
matter with which you are preoccupied. Finally a seven 
(or a completely different card) makes him seize the pack 
of cards. The seventh is the ace of clubs. And so forth. 


Whether or not his advice will be successful is quite a 
different matter. Like all clairvoyants, he is subject to 
errors especially in regard to dates. One might almost say 
that, like most of his profession, he is always wrong about 
dates. They are usually premature. 


He draws from the cards even more surprising results: 
Indications of initials, street numbers, etc. He gave me in 
this manner three initials of a person that I knew. 


In direct clairvoyance (the second part of the sitting) 
his gift becomes greater. One day the Marquise of X 
asked me to question him concerning her. To this end 1 
gave him a letter from her. 


In such a case he enters into trance very rapidly. Two 
or three shivers and he is asleep. His voice becomes dull. 
He places his hand on the letter and crumples it with slight 
convulsive motions. 

“T see this person, she is very sad about a death. It is 
not love, it is a relation. I see her beside a bed on which 
an old man is stretched out. It is a corpse. Over his bed 
I see the word (he spells) S.E.B.R.A.N.” 


“You must be wrong,” I said, “Sebran means nothing. 
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Isn’t it Sabran?” (I was thinking of a family of that 
name. ) 

“No, I see S.E.B.R.A.N.” 

I questioned the Marquise about this. 

“Tt is very curious,” she answered. “I have recently lost 
an old cousin, Sebran de R. C. I have not seen him more 
than ten times in my life and I can hardly say that his 
death which occurred some distance away, had much effect 
on me.” 

As for me I was unaware that such a name existed. It 
certainly is not usual, and I think is used only in this family 
—one of the oldest in France, that continues to use the 
family names of the Middle Ages. 

The vision was both realistic and symbolical. As is 
usually the case, it dealt with an almost negligible detail of 
the life of the writer. 

In direct clairvoyance Emile often gives exact names 
and surnames and furnishes descriptions which are easily 
identifiable. 

One day I gave him a letter. 


“Tt is a house in which there are a lot of books, a shop, a 
store. You will go into this house and you will meet a very 
pretty woman. She goes about a lot, especially in an auto- 
mobile, a gray one. She is often around Paris. Odette. 
Do you know Odette?” 


The letter which I had given him was in fact from 
Madame Odette X. (the first name was not indicated in the 
signature) who is the private secretary to my friend B. G., 
one of the best known editors in Paris. I was completely 
unaware that Madame Odette X. was a friend of the wife 
of a big manufacturer, who answered completely the de- 
scription that Emile had furnished (very pretty, going 
around a lot in a gray automobile). Several times Emile 
has come back to this vision, assuring me that I would 
meet the lady of the automobile frequently. It goes without 
saying that I did my best to avoid her and so the vision 
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(which could have become a premonition by suggestion) be- 
longs to a different category, that of a vision originally 
exact but confused by spontaneous and improper inter- 
pretation. A great many errors committed by clairvoyants 
are no more than garbled truths. 

Here is another one, more difficult to solve. 


I gave Emile a letter from Mlle. E. This young girl 
was going to marry the Prince de Z. and the young couple 
with the complete insousiance of youth had expressed the 
desire to spend their honeymoon on a little frequented 
oceanic island, in order to study the customs and the lan- 
guage of an almost savage tribe. Both families, rightly, 
had showed some signs of worry. This was the thought 
in my mind when I gave the letter to Emile. As usual, 
he entered rapidly into a trance; spasmodically manipulated 
the letter and said: 

“Tt is a woman of about forty. I see Paris and the south 
of France. Pierre. Is it you, Pierre? But she belongs 
to the medical world. I see her in white in the midst of 
doctors and sick people. Her life is going to change. I 
see her near an old person, etc., etc.” 


Not one of these facts was in accordance with the letter, 
the object of the interpretation. On the contrary it suited 
another case perfectly. That same morning I had received 
a letter from Toulouse from a friend, a medical social 
worker, who comes to Paris occasionally but who lives in 
the south with her mother. She has a brother, Pierre, who 
is an official in the railroads. She had asked me to question 
Emile about whether or not she would get married soon. 
I had reserved this letter for a future séance and did not 
even have it with me. 

I dedicate this magnificent error to the “Radiesthesists” 
who are convinced that special rays, conveyors of psychic 
knowledge, emanate from each object. This experiment 
proves, to my way of thinking, that the operation which 
takes place in psychometry is a pure case of clairvoyance in 
which the mental element is the only factor. I would be 
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very confused if I had to define precisely what I mean 
by the “mental element”. What I want to say is that in 
psychometry there are not physically discernible rays like 
radium rays. 

Forewarned by this revealing error, at the next séance I 
gave him a letter written by myself. 


“Tt isa young boy. He is going to take an examination?” 
And so on. . . . The vision, this time, definitely concerned 
one of my own boys. Questioned by me on this subject, 
Emile told me that one day he had received two ladies. 
Several months later one of them returned and said to him. 
“You predicted that such and such would happen to me. 
Instead they happened to my friend.” 


To return to the error concerning Mlle. E’s letter, I 
witnessed an identical mistake made by another clairvoy- 
ant, Vivianna. I had given her a letter from my mother 
and all that she told me concerned the same friend in 
Toulouse who had usurped Emile’s field of vision. Are 
there certain engulfing subjects whose aggressive “fluid” 
expels all other impressions in certain circumstances which 
are still to be determined? I should add that this friend 
in Toulouse possesses a slight gift of hereditary second 
sight. 

Nevertheless, this confusion explains many errors, espe- 
cially those that take place at public séances. One day the 
celebrated clairvoyant, Pascal Forthuny, during a public 
séance at the Institut Métapsychique, stepped in front of 
a lady and in spite of her repeated denials, insisted upon 
making certain very intimate disclosures concerning her 
present and her future. A little later Dr. Osty, head of 
the Institut, had a visit from another lady. 

“Do you remember,” she said “the séance at which M. 
Forthuny insisted so much with one of the ladies present 
and encountered so much hostility? Neither of them were 
wrong, but M. Forthuny’s very precise vision in no way 
concerned that lady but concerned me. I was sitting back 
of her. I said nothing as the vision had to do with very 
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intimate things which I did not wish to have made public.” 
Who knows but that the errors of good clairvoyants (and 
there are always an enormous stock of them) do not come 
from either a chance interpretation or from an unreliable 
gift. 

Successful results appear quite frequently with Emile. 
Most of his clients (I know this, from having discussed 
it with them in the waiting room) state that they have 
never met a better clairvoyant. He himself admits will- 
ingly that his lucidity is diminishing, his best period having 
been from 1919 - 1925. Since then direct sight tires him 
so that some days he can only read cards. He divides his 
time between St. Etienne, Lyons and Paris and there are 


often months when he refuses to visit certain of his cli- 
entéle. 


Here are some anecdotes which I heard told at his place. 
The first comes from a dressmaker on the Champs Elysees. 
Emile had told her that one day she would change her shop, 
that soon she would occupy an apartment with three bal- 
conies, which had the number sixty. Several years passed. 
Emile had never again mentioned the moving, and the dress- 
maker had no desire whatsoever to change her residence. 


Suddenly the proprietor notified her, before she was to 
renew her lease, that he wanted to have the apartment for 
himself. It was a disaster. She rushed to all the renting 
agents. She insisted upon remaining in the same locality. 
She was pressed by the date. Finally only one apartment 
satisfied her. It was number sixty and it had three balconies. 


Emile had predicted to another consultant that she would 
be ruined by two law-suits. She had left him angry and 
scornful: “I, — get involved in a law-suit, I would rather 
give in right away, I have such a horror of that kind of 
thing. Emile is a fool!” Several years went by. She lost 
sight of this sinister premonition. One day an aunt of hers 
who had fought with all the family fell ill. Feeling weak 
and alone, she had summoned this niece. Before dying she 


312] Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 


had said: “Here, take these’ securities and don’t tell anyone; 
I give them to you.” 


The niece took them and kept them with her for a while 
without drawing on them. One day she needed money, 


so she decided to cut a few coupons and to take them to a 
bank. 


A few days later she had two terrible cases on her hands: 
one from the heirs who were suing her for diverting the 
inheritance and the other from the Treasury for non-declar- 
ation of inheritance. It was at this time that she returned 
to Emile, hoping that he would be as clever at getting her 
out of trouble as he had been perspicacious in discerning it 
several years.in advance. But his diagnosis remained, I 
think, as sinister as the first time. 


Studies of this kind suggest many diverse conclusions. 
I will limit myself at present to urging psychic students 
and researchers to persist with clairvoyant studies and to 
be patient. If you can work with an honest and serious 
clairvoyant, you can make more progress by devoting your- 
self to studying him exclusively and searching the limits of 
his ability, than by scattering your research over a large 
number of mediums and thereby being unable to make more 
than a superficial inquiry. 


Survey and Comment 


The S.P.R. Proceedings, Volume XLV, Part 159, issued in July, 
contains a new paper by Mr. Whately-Carington on The Quantita- 
tive Study of Trance Personalities. Mr. Whately-Carington has 
published three previous papers on this subject which he has described 
as “a preliminary attempt to investigate the autonomy of the two 
communicating controls known as ‘John’ and ‘Etta’, . . . by obtaining 
reactions (times and reproductions) to word association tests given 
to the personalities concerned when manifesting through two different 
mediums, Mrs. Leonard and Mrs. Sharplin.” Furthermore, Mr. 
Whately-Carington states that he “attempted to eliminate the effects 
due to the mediums themselves by the method of ‘partial correla- 
tion’”’, and that he “obtained positive results which indicated that 
some extraneous cause was at work other than any similarity which 
might exist between the mediums themselves.” 


Mr. Whately-Carington has had many setbacks in regard to this 
study. His methods of evaluation have been attacked by Professor 
Thouless*, apparently with justice, and he has been obliged to begin 
over again twice. In his introductory note to his most recent paper, 
Mr. Whately-Carington says: 


“In the course of my ill-fated Q.S.T.P.IIIf¢ I rashly opined that, 
before reaching the conclusions there given, I had ‘tried all the 
wrong ways first’. This was optimistic, for Dr. Thouless had little 
difficulty in showing that exhaustion of wrong ways had been far 
from completed; and no one can agree with him more cordially than 
I in regretting that the aberrations to which he drew attention should 
have been immortalized in print.” 


Mr. Whately-Carington’s scientific and impartial attitude toward 
his own work is greatly to be commended. If all psychical re- 
searchers did likewise, the subject would advance with greater 
rapidity. 


In this new paper, Mr. Whately-Carington re-evaluates the 
Leonard-Sharplin material and has added to it further material 
furnished by sittings with Mrs. Garrett. In spite of the fact that 
certain technical errors appear to have crept into the earlier evalua- 
tions, the conclusions of the present paper remain substantially the 
same. Mr. Whately-Carington, in summing up this work, states his 
conclusion that: 


* Proc. S.P.R. Part 150, Vol. XLIV, October 1937. 
+ Proc. S.P.R. Part 149, Vol. XLIV, December 1936. 
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“The operation of some kind of external factor or influence is 
strongly suggested. This does not ‘prove’ the autonomy of the ‘com- 
municators’ concerned, but constitutes supporting evidence in its 
favour as compared with the implications of a null result.” 


The same Proceedings, Vol. XLV, Part 159, contains a Report 
on Glasgow Repetition of Dr. Rhine’s Experiments on Extra-Sensory 
Perception, by Professor Robert H. Thouless. This paper is entirely 
concerned with mathematical methods and their application to Extra- 
Sensory Perception material, for Professor Thouless’ own experi- 
ments were completely negative. This has also been the result of 
Dr. Soal’s experiments and the English researchers are understand- 
ably puzzled that the same methods when employed in England have 
not produced a repetition of Dr. Rhine’s results. 


The only explanation which suggests itself at the present time is 
that there are emotional factors necessary to the functioning of the 
clairvoyant faculty, more important than heretofore realized and 
that Dr. Rhine has a special gift for stimulating such factors in his 
subjects which Dr. Thouless and Dr. Soal either do not possess or 
have not attempted to use. 


Mr. Ernest Taves, who in collaboration with Dr. Gardner Murphy 
of Columbia University, carried out a long series of Extra-Sensory 
Perception experiments at the A.S.P.R. last winter, has recently 
built an automatic shuffling machine to be operated by remote con- 
trol for use in further ESP experiments. The machine and its pur- 
pose have been described by Mr. Taves in the June 1939 issue of 
the Journal of Parapsychology as follows: 


“Though granting that hand-shuffling can properly be used for 
many ESP procedures, there are various situations in which auto- 
matic preparation of material to be used in ESP experiments is 
desirable. A machine has been devised which, by means of remote 
control, rotates so as to set up a set of 150 stimulus objects to be 
guessed. 


“The machine consists of a large tray divided into 150 small com- 
partments—six rows of twenty-five. Each compartment can contain 
a disc numbered in one way on one side, in another way on the other 
side, or any regular solid polygon, such as a die. The tray is elec- 
trically rotated, and is brought to rest in a horizontal position, a 
photograph of the set-up being taken by remote control. 
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“Preliminary data suggest that the dice and discs behave in a 
manner not normally predictable, and that the machine can prop- 
erly be used for setting up a target normally known to no one.” 


Dr. Sigmund Freud, the father of psychoanalysis, died in London 
on September 23rd. The meteoric popularity of his theories is re- 
sponsible for much present-day thinking and the common use of such 
terms as fixations, repressions, sublimations, wish fulfillments, 
Oedipus complexes and defense mechanisms. 


He was born in 1856 in Freiberg and was educated in Vienna. He 
studied medicine at the Physiological Laboratory of Vienna under 
Bruecke and at the Institute of Cerebral Anatomy under. Meynert. 
In 1884 he went to Paris to study under Charcot, who was then 
carrying out his famous hypnotic experiments at the Salpetriére. 


In 1893 Freud abandoned hypnosis in general practice, substitut- 
ing what he called “free association” as a means of reviving for- 
gotten memories. The investigations which developed from the use 
of this method led him to adopt the following principles: 


The existence of the unconscious mind and its dynamic influence 
upon the conscious mind; the existence and operation of an intra- 
psychical conflict among various sets of forces, to one of which he 
gave the name “repression”, and the consequent division of the mind 
into strata or layers; and chief of all—the existence and potency 
of sexuality in infants, beginning almost at the moment of birth. 


Freud followed psychical research for many years though openly 
avowing that he considered it more or less nonsense. In the January, 
1939, issue, we published part of a personal letter from him to Dr. 
Fodor in which he said: “You may not realize that for a man who, 
to begin with, is unwilling to believe in supernormal happenings, the 
reading of these minutes about precautions, statement of witnesses, 
etc. is a strain, especially when the shallow pranks of a so-called 
Poltergeist are concerned.” 


Whether his system of therapeutics will live or not, remains to be 
seen but he undoubtedly made a contribution by stirring up the minds 
of the more orthodox psychiatrists and psychologists and he was 
probably right when he concluded that modern “ ‘culture’ is only 
an imagination and a veneer. Our primitive natures, our anti-social, 
bestial emotions, are still just under the skin. During the war 
‘cultured’ men grew wild-eyed and slashed each other to bits . . .” 


316] Journal of the American Society for Psychical Research 


He continues: ‘“‘But I was never a pessimist about the human race. 
It will get through, if only because development is an inevitable law 
of creation. Man could hasten his own evolution by proper education. 
But it is a question of generations, of centuries.”* 


In this issue we have published “communications” under the title, 
War Prophecies. Some of these “messages” were written in response 
to the sitter’s questions. JOURNAL readers may wonder why the 
sitter (in this instance, the Editor and author of this department) 
was prompted to ask the question: ‘Is it true that Hitler is a 
medium in the hands of lower forces?’ As stated in the article, 
the question was asked simply out of curiosity because of the many 
rumors to the effect that Hitler is using astrologers and clairvoyants 
and is a powerful medium himself. The Editor heard this rumor 
from a fairly authoritative Washington source in 1936, and has 
heard it since, during the past summer, from two leading French 
psychiatrists in Paris. Although far from convinced of the truth of 
these rumors, the Editor mentions the subject here because it fur- 
nishes interesting speculation. 


The Editorial in the July 1939 issue of the Occult Review dis- 
cusses Hitler’s leaning toward the occult and gives the history of 
Hermann Steinschneider, the Bohemian Jew, who foretold Hitler’s 
rise to power. Steinschneider, afterwards known by the name of 
Jan Hanussen, was one of the most famous clairvoyants in Berlin 
after the war. He discovered his clairvoyant power while an orderly 
in the Austrian army. It is reported that he was used by a High 
Command and that his intuition was found to be “very useful in 
deciding all kinds of questions relating to military operations.” 


After the war, he published a magazine called Die Zukunft, in 
which he persisted in predicting the rise of Hitler. After success- 
fully foretelling the Reichstag Fire, he was summoned to Hitler’s 
presence and became his private medium for a time. However, he 
went too far by predicting Hitler’s fall also, and was dismissed. A 
month later, according to the Occult Review's Editorial, he was 
arrested and charged with forging his genealogical papers and a few 
days later his body was found in the Grunewald riddled with bullets. 

The Occult Review quotes his prediction addressed to Hitler as 
follows: “You will triumph up to a point, but at the moment when 


*From an interview published in the New York Herald Tribune. 
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you think you have mastered Europe you will fall . . . you will fall. 
You will die a violent death toward the end of the year 1939.” 


The Ithaca Journal for August 21st reported the strange case of 
a nineteen year old boy, Francis Magner, who is able to duplicate 
speech at the exact moment that it is being spoken by somebody else. 
He is being studied by Dr. Carleton F. Scofield, professor of psychol- 
ogy at the University of Buffalo. Dr. Scofield has tested Magner 
with classical quotations, scientific words and foreign languages. He 
announced that the “boy reproduces the talk of others without a 
perceptible time interval between words of the speaker and his own”. 
Magner says that he can perform this feat without looking at the 
speaker so long as he can hear him. Dr. Scofield’s assistants shouted 
at Magner from another room in Polish, Russian and Italian, none 
of which he speaks and Dr. Scofield heard the words simultaneously 
pour forth from Magner’s mouth. 


This case suggests telepathy but it is more probable that Dr. 
Scofield has hit upon the true explanation when he says: “The boy 
has such a great capacity of highly-skilled attention to the variation 
of sounds as they appear in speech, that it is phenomenal. We know 
that the subject, normal in all other respects, must pussess an ab- 
normal reaction time to be able to do what he does.” 


There are so few cases of physical phenomena nowadays that the 
psychical researcher reads with awe and amazement the early records 
of such mediumships as that of Eusapia Palladino. Eusapia was 
responsible for the interest of most of the early psychic researchers 
on the Continent: Morselli, Lombroso, Flammarion, and Richet 
among others. When Eusapia’s name is mentioned, one remembers 
the fact that she was exposed by the Fielding, Baggallay, Carrington 
Committee of the S.P.R. and one is likely to dismiss her with a 
shake of the head. Dr. Carrington’s mention of Morselli’s experi- 
ments with Eusapia in his article published in the August issue, sug- 
gested digging up the early issues of The Annals of Psychical 
Science. In the February 1907 issue, M. Barzini, the editor of 
Corriere della Sera, relates the remarkable happenings at two Eusapia 
sittings. The sitters were Professor Morselli, then Professor of 
Neurology and Psychiatry at the University of Genoa; Ernesto 
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Bozzano; Dr. Venzano; a painter, M. Berisso and his wife, at whose 
house the sittings were held, and M. Barzini. Dr. Morselli made an 
exhaustive search of the room and a physical examination of the 
medium. The light was frequently modified but never completely 
extinguished. The medium was controlled by Professor Morselli and 
M. Barzini who states that at the outset “I assisted at these séances 
with the object of unmasking fraud and trickery and that, on the 
contrary, I have ended by being convinced of the reality of some 
of the phenomena.” 


The first manifestation recorded is the movement of a chair 
apparently without contact: “We heard the chair in the cabinet 
moving.” writes Barzini, “This chair was at a distance of a yard and 
a half from the back of that on which the medium was seated; the 
following objects had been placed on it: a large bottle of water, a 
glass, a trumpet, fairy bells, the whole weighing about 11 pounds. 
By sliding movements, which synchronized with slight convulsive 
gestures of the medium, the chair advanced until its back rested 
against the right side of Professor Morselli . . . After having made 
this little visit, it returned to its place by jerks as it had come.” 


The fact that the movements of the table synchronized with the 
gestures of the medium is interesting in the light of Dr. Osty’s more 
recent observations of Rudi Schneider’s telekinetic phenomena. In 
Rudi’s case the synchronization was between his respiration and the 
absorptions of infra-red (recording the presence of ectoplasmic 
energy) registered by his apparatus. Dr. Osty, in his F. W. H. 


Myers Memorial Lecture on the Supernormal Aspects of Energy 
on Matter, writes: 


“The synchronous recording of the respiratory movements and 
the absorptions of infra-red provided us with a first important 
physiological datum; and it is indicated that it is useful to study 
the physiological process of the elaboration of the mediumistic 


energy, setting out the notion that this energy results from the 
neuro-muscular labour.” 


To return to M. Barzini’s record, the following incident is re- 
markable. 


“At another moment Eusapia said to Dr. Morselli: ‘Attention!’ and 
a curious phenomenon followed. I must first say that, being put on 
the qui-vive by this announcement, we assured ourselves that the 
control was secure. Between science and public opinion, Eusapia 
looked as though she was guarded by two policemen, we had con- 
tact with her hands, her knees and her feet. She strongly contracted 
her fore-arms, and Dr. Morselli felt himself touched in several 
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places by the moving curtain. He thought he observed behind the 
curtain the presence of a complete human form whose body leant 
against him, the arms pressing against him; we all saw the arms 
wrapped round by the curtain. 


“T got up suddenly, drawing the medium against me, and I put 
my head between the opening of the curtains to look into the 
cabinet. The light which penetrated through the openings made by 
the movement of the curtains, was sufficient to light up the interior 
of the cabinet. It was empty. Professor Morselli felt behind the 
curtain at the spot where it bulged out, and was assured that it was 
empty. What, from the outside, appeared to be a moving human 
body covered by the curtain, was on the inside a cavity in the stuff, 
an empty mould. 


“It reminded one of Wells’ Invisible Man. I then wished to touch 
the bulging part of the curtain, on the outside, with my right hand 
which was free, and I encountered the effectual resistance of a living 
head. I distinguished the forehead, I moved the palm of my hand 
downwards on to the cheeks and on the nose, and when I touched 
the lips the mouth opened and seized me under the thumb; I dis- 
tinctly felt the strain of a clean bite. At the same moment a hand 
pressed against my chest and pushed me back, the curtains swelled 
out and fell back inert. All this time the medium remained in view. 
She was separated by at least half a yard from the Invisible Man.” 


It will be remembered that Rudi Schneider’s ectoplasmic emana- 
tions were also invisible. In fact they were so weak that had Dr. 
Osty not prepared a most delicate and sensitive apparatus, it is 
doubtful whether the sitters would have been aware of them at all. 
The beauty of Dr. Osty’s experiments is that his apparatus, while 
recording the faintest emanations, made them scientifically certain. 


Book Review 


THE DISCOVERED COUNTRY. By Owen Redington Wash- 
burn. The David McKay Co., Philadelphia, $1.50. 


The author of this little book is a Congregational Minister in New 
England. From his own account he has had many veridical psychical 
experiences not only through mediums all over the United States 
but through his own psychic gifts. He is an ardent and confirmed 
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Spiritualist with the result that his book lacks any attempt at critical 
analysis. It carries conviction of the author’s sincerity, however, 
and bears witness once again to the universality of clairvoyant ex- 
perience. His stories, though unconfirmed by other witnesses, give 
the names and addresses of those concerned unreservedly except in 
a few instances. This little book has its uses and we hope that it 
may be a means of interesting and consoling people as yet unfamiliar 
with Spiritualism. 


